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Message from the President
Dear Friends,
Well, it is that frantic time all over again. Deals need to be closed, transactions completed and reports furnished to
clients before close of business, Friday December 30th. Having just completed a whirlwind, 10-day tour of Asia Pacific, I
only managed to return to our home base on December 23rd.

FLI NET Brazil, Castro, Barros, Sobral, Gomes
Advogados, is named Civil Litigation Law Firm
of the Year!
FLI NET Brazil member firm Castro, Barros, Sobral, Gomes Advogados has been
awarded by Lawyer Monthly the Brazilian Civil Litigation Law Firm of the Year!
FLI Management congratulates CBSG for this achievement!
For more info, please refer to this link:
http://headley.co.uk/headturner/LMLAwd2011

FLI hosts 2nd Eastern/Central Europe Power-Day!
Building on the success and momentum of the 1st Eastern/Central Europe Business
Development Power-Day held in Sofia, Bulgaria, FLI hosted its second event in a
row dedicated to the development of the FLI NET Balkans.
FLI NET new partner from Hungary – OPPENHEIM – offered their beautiful
Budapest premises as the venue to coincide with their joining the growing FLI NET
family.
FLI NET Partners from Turkey, Greece, Germany, Poland, Serbia, Belarus, Bulgaria, ,
and Czech Republic (along with the prospective FLI NET member firm from Croatia)
attended the event and supported our new partners at their first FLI NETsponsored activity.
The meetings’ primarily focused on four key areas:
 New ways and opportunities of doing business in Hungary
 Developing stronger and more visible cross-border presence in the Balkans
 Increase intra-FLI NET regional referrals
 Selecting legal advisors in the region: open panel discussion attended by
Hungarian GCs from two multinational companies HQ in Budapest.
Aside from FLI NET Partners in attendance, the event also welcomed two of FLI’s
clients whose management traveled to meet with FLI’s regional group of partners
and discuss their business needs in the region and to express their gratitude for the
ongoing support. The dinner was hosted at the renowned Alabardos Restaurant at
top of the Castle.
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FLI NET Hong Kong – FORD KWAN & Co – wows
clients during its annual gala event.
To celebrate its 66th anniversary of providing high-standard services in Hong Kong,
mainland China (and the region) Ford Kwan & Company hosted around 300
hundred of its distinguished clients during a gala event held on December 15th in
Hong Kong’s Four Seasons.
Ford Kwan & Co’s impressive growth in the recent years and ambition for playing a
more engaged international role on behalf of its client is something FLI supports
wholeheartedly, as seen by the attendance of FLI HQ and FLI NET Partners from
Japan, Republic of Korea, China, the Philippines, and Vietnam/Thailand
(representing the key Asian economies).
FLI NET Principal, Orlando Casares, had the honor of addressing the VIP guests
during the cocktail reception. During the occasion, Mr. Casares recognized the
presence of our NET Partners attending from the region.
FLI NET would like to thank Ford Kwan & Company for organizing a superb and
well-planned event and promoting the FLI brand with all its clients. Considering
that this is a second global event hosted by FK in less than six months, we can all
agree that our Hong Kong Partners are in a roll. Well-done!

FLI NET welcomes new Hungarian partner!
FLI is pleased to announce that it has secured a new Hungarian partner –
OPPENHEIM (www.oppenheim.hu) – to become our local representative to
providing support to FLI and FLI NET clients.
Formerly, the office of a Magic Circle firm in Hungary, since 2007 Oppenheim has
captured a significant share of local market with an impressive list of multinational
clients. Oppenheim’s dynamic and young labor force whose drive and ambition for
excellence is quickly becoming its trademark, is a welcome addition to FLI .
Oppenheim’s lawyers possess an in-depth knowledge of the local markets
comprising not only Hungary but the entire region and share the view that legal
services should be provided in a customized manner.
FLI would like to formally welcome Oppenheim to our growing family and look
forward to work together addressing our clients’ legal requirements.

First Law International sprl
Avenue Louise 475-22
1000 Brussels
Belgium

T
F
W
E

+32 (0) 2 626 06 00
+32 (0) 2 647 83 38
www.first-law.com
assistant@first-law.com

NEWSLETTER

Edition 30: December 2011

for the busy, successful lawyer on the go

Additional Regional Expansion: Asia Pacific - Singapore
FLI Management recently completed interviews with short-listed leading law firm
candidates in Singapore. A very sophisticated market, Singapore has traditionally
attracted most of the large players in the industry. Finding and securing a
professional relationship with an independent law firm, not otherwise encumbered
by a tie-up agreement has proven to be real challenge. FLI’s Executive
Management anticipates completing this process by early next year.

Business Development Power-Day - Australia
FLI Management recently concluded a business development power-day event in
Sydney. Hosted by FLI NET Australian Partner, DibbsBarker, FLI’s Principal Mr.
Orlando Casares spent three days in Sydney going over a number of regional and
global initiatives where leading firm, DB, can add significant value.
During this time, Mr. Casares took the opportunity to meet with the chief of legal
for a US fortune company with HQ in Sydney; as well as another multinational
client who recently underwent a corporate spin-off.

Certificates of Excellence Awards
During the business development power-day held in Budapest in December, FLI
took the opportunity to welcome the Executive Management of a FLI Fortune 100
Client in the Telecommunications Industry to hand out Certificates of Excellence to
the FLI NET Partners in attendance for their assistance during a technically complex
project involving 53 jurisdictions. The meeting also served for the client to conduct
a number of meetings ith the attending FLI NET Partners for clarifications in
anticipation of commissioning phase 2. Following the working session, both clients
and FLI NET Partners socialized at the renowned Restaurant nearby the Castle.
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